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A lizard is for life, definitely not for Christmas 
 
The Christmas spirit is all about giving and receiving, and not so much about taking.  Which is why 
it’s a timely reminder not to take lizards and other animals from the wild this Christmas to gift as a 
pet. 
 
Every year, DELWP Wildlife Officers receive and investigate reports of people illegally taking and 
keeping native reptiles as pets, such as Blue-tongue Lizards, Shingleback Lizards, Bearded 
Dragons, Jacky Dragons, Tree, Water and Rock Skinks as well as Eastern long-necked turtles. 
 
DELWP Compliance Operations Manager Glenn Sharp said that people wanting to keep reptiles 
as pets must hold a licence, and purchase captive-bred animals from licensed breeders or 
commercial wildlife dealers.  
 
“It’s great that people take an interest in native wildlife, but taking them from the wild to keep as 
pets is illegal,” Mr Sharp said. 
 
“You can’t just abduct lizards from their natural environment and local population. By doing so, you 
negatively impact that ecosystem and compromise the welfare of the animal. 
 
“In some areas, particular reptile species are in decline, and by taking them from the wild, you are 
directly contributing to them becoming a threatened species.” 
 
Private wildlife licenses are issued by DELWP for keeping, trading and breeding captive bred 
wildlife.  
 
“There are strict licence conditions in place to ensure that animals are properly cared for and the 
integrity of wild populations is maintained.” 
 
Mr Sharp also encouraged people who encountered lizards and turtles along roadsides or other 
areas apparently away from their normal habitat, to leave them be. 
 
“People often pick up turtles and lizards with good intentions, thinking they need to be relocated. 
These animals are better off in the wild than in our homes or cars, and will most often find their way 
back to suitable habitat.” 
 
DELWP and Parks Victoria will continue to lead Operation Granite in 2017, which is focused on 
illegal take from the wild of reptiles, to supply the illegal wildlife trade.  
 
To apply for a wildlife licence visit: delwp.vic.gov.au/environment-and-wildlife/permits-and-
application-forms 
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