
Project Update  

Canadian Regional Park Establishment  

December 2016 

 

Canadian Regional Park is a new 641ha regional park which will offer important recreational, 

natural, social and cultural experiences for the Ballarat community and beyond.  

The development of the park provides a unique opportunity to re-imagine the role of a 

natural park in a regional city through a collaborative approach with partners and the local 

community. By partnering with other agencies, community leaders and stakeholders Parks 

Victoria aim to create a park that contributes to the broader community outcomes now and 

into the future.  

 

2016 milestones 

 

July  Project Control Group formed 

Reflecting the collaborative approach that has been adopted for this project, key 
stakeholders are represented on the Project Control Group.  Traditional Owners, 
Wadawurrung, the Friend of Canadian Corridor and the City of Ballarat, are 
members of the group that will shape and guide the project.  
 

 
 
 Karen Doyle (project coordinator), Bryon Powell (Chair Wadawurrung), James Guy (City of Ballarat), 
Linda Zibell (Friends of Canadian Corridor), Tony English (District Manager) and Kathryn Campbell 
(Manager Community Engagement and Partnerships) 
 



July  Our new Ranger Team Leader  

Alex Schipperen, the new Ranger Team Leader 
commences with Parks Victoria. Alex is the face of 
Parks Victoria in the day to day management of 
the new park. Alex has a strong background in 
working with teams to deliver environmental 
programs, community engagement and teaching 
and has been learning about the park, meeting 
neighbours and park users and making some 
wonderful improvements to the visitor experience 
through signage, roadworks and rubbish removal.  
 
 

August Park launch 

The Premier of Victoria, Daniel Andrews, in conjunction with local member for 
Buninyong, Geoff Howard, launches the new park at a community celebration 
featuring Wadawurrung and 
Friends of Canadian Corridor. 
Parks Victoria takes on formal 
management responsibility 
for the new park following on 
from the work undertaken by 
DELWP to create the new 
park.  
In his speech, the Premier said 
that Parks Victoria would 
work with Traditional Owners 
to find a new name for 
Canadian Regional Park which 
acknowledges its location in 
Wadawurrung country.  
 

 

 
Celebrating the important milestone! 

 

Daniel Andrews, Premier of Victoria and Geoff Howard, 

Member for Buninyong 



 

August  

 

Engagement and Communications Plan developed  

This plan describes a comprehensive and collaborative approach to the project with 
key stakeholders and community, particularly during development of the park plan, 
using the new community engagement process developed in Parks Victoria in 2016.  
 

September – 
October  

Consultation on proposed name - Woowookarung Regional Park  

Community leaders, Wadawurrung 
Elders and 86% of 417 survey 
respondents supported the proposal 
to name the new park Woowookarung 
Regional Park. Woowookarung was 
nominated by the Traditional Owners, 
Wadawurrung, ‘meaning place of 
plenty’. Consultation was carefully 
planned and included a Ministerial 
media release, public notices, a radio 
interview, a drop in information 
session, on line survey and a direct 
mail out to 4000 nearby residents.  
Photo: Uncle Bryon Powell and Aunty Violet 
McPherson 

 

November Springfest Market Sunday 

Parks Victoria and the Friends of Canadian Corridor promote the new park at 
Ballarat’s annual Springfest Market Sunday at Lake Wendouree. The event 
attracted around 30 000 people to the Lake. People were very interested in finding 
more out about the park and how they can get involved. The team spoke to an 
estimated 600 people on the day, many of whom were unaware of the new park.  
We provided lots of information about Parks Victoria and the new park and also 
spoke with other community stallholders, including Ballarat Community Health and 
Headspace.  

 
 
 
 

Jeff Rootes, Friends of 

Canadian Corridor working 

with Alex Schipperen, 

Ranger Team Leader for 

the new park 
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Woowookarung 

The proposal and process to name the new park Woowookarung Regional Park is 
audited and endorsed by the Office of Geographic Names and can be implemented 
within a 4-week timeframe once the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate 
Change has been briefed (in progress). 
 
Formally announcing the new name in early 2017 will provide the ideal opportunity 
to create broad community awareness of the new park and reflects Parks Victoria’s 
collaborative approach to developing the park plan.  
 
 

Kookaburra Awards 
 
Friends of Canadian Corridor 
win the Western Victoria 
award for Connecting People 
with Parks recognising the 
group’s success in advocating 
and permanently securing 
the 641ha as park for the 
Ballarat community. The park 
provides a place for the 
Ballarat community to 
connect with nature and 
enjoy the health and 
wellbeing benefits that we 
know come from being in 
nature.  
                                     Friends of Canadian Corridor - Bob Hartmann, Jeff Rootes and Linda Zibell 

 
Planning for the future of the park  
 
Landscape architects will be engaged to start in the new year to work closely with 
Parks Victoria, key stakeholders and the Ballarat community to develop the park 
plan which will guide the future direction and management of the park.  
 
Parks Victoria is taking an innovative approach to planning for the future of the 

park by considering the park’s value -  in terms of its potential to generate health, 

wellbeing, liveability and economic outcomes to the local and regional community - 

to inform decision making. The importance of a unique, exciting park design that 

directly engages people with the planning and the park is also well understood by 

the consultant.  

Meet Sue Titcumb, our engagement officer for the 

project. Sue will be working closely with the consultants 

throughout the planning process ensuring that the 

community is informed and has every opportunity to 

have their say on the future of the park. Sue is 

committed to providing all sectors of our 
Sue Titcumb 

 



 

 
 

 

December 

community with an opportunity to be involved in the planning for the future of the 

park.  Sue has broad community engagement experience in the public and private 

sector and declares her interest in and love of horse riding. 

 

Activating Healthy Parks Healthy People partnerships 

An approach to scoping opportunities to partner with community groups on 

projects and projects in the park to benefit the Ballarat community and get more 

people active in the park is being developed. The project will ensure the park 

remains valued, healthy and relevant to the Ballarat community into the future. A 

brochure to support initial meetings with community groups has been developed.  

Kate Davis, our engagement officer, will lead 

conversations with local organisations to develop 

Healthy Parks Healthy People partnerships. Kate is 

passionate about creating a vibrant and strong 

Ballarat community and is well known for creating 

fabulous high profile events in the town and is a 

board member of Ballarat Tourism.  

 

                                                                                    Kate Davis 

 

What’s next in 2017 

 

Creating a new park plan with community  

 

Phase 
 

1 

Understanding the park 
 
Values assessments supported by activities and workshops to 
learn about the park with community  
 

Now – March 2017 

 
 

   

Phase 
 

 2 

 

Ideas mapping for the park 
 
Ideas mapping with community – seeking ideas for the design 
and potential uses of the park? 

April – May 2017 

   

Phase  
 

3 

Sharing the concept map of community ideas 
 
We’ll share what we heard and check in with community to see 
if we’ve got it right 
 

July 2017 



 
   

Phase  
 

4 
 

Consultation on draft park plan 
 
From the feedback received on the concept plan, a draft park 
plan will be developed for community consultation 
 

Sep – Oct 2017 

   

Phase  
 

5 
 

Release of final park plan 
 
The plan will provide a clear strategic direction for the future 
of the park 

Early 2018 

 

Celebrating the name for the new park  

Celebrate the new name for the park ‘Woowookarung Regional Park’ with Wadawurrung and 
community in March / April 2017 

Healthy Parks Healthy People Activation  

Parks Victoria will be scoping opportunities for partnership programs and develop an action plan 
in May 2017.  Priority projects will be implemented from June 2017 

PCG meeting dates for 2017 

 Friday 17th February 

 Thursday 23rd March  
 

 
 

Thank you, Karen Doyle, Project Coordinator 
 


